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From the Office of Maxim Creative Group 
Contact: Maria Jannace 
Tel: 917 403 8060 
Email: maria@maxim-online.com 

 
VETERAN HOMESTEAD TO HOST A ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION ON OPIOID ADDICTION, 
TREATMENT AND PREVENTION AS IT PERTAINS TO MILITARY VETERANS 
 
Join Founder/CEO Leslie Lightfoot, Governor Charlie Baker and other Political and Health and 
Human Services Dignitaries to discuss solutions and create actions 
 
Thursday, 5 November 2015  
Northeast Veterans Training and Rehabilitation Center 
3 Victory Lane, Gardner, Massachusetts 
Next to Mount Wachusett Community College 
10am to 12:30pm 
 

Gardner, Mass., (28 October 2015) – Leslie Lightfoot, Founder and CEO of Veteran 
Homestead, Inc., has requested the participation of Massachusetts Government and Health and 
Human Services decision makers in her Roundtable Discussion to create treatment solutions 
and actions to combat the growing epidemic of opioid addiction and deaths amongst our veteran 
community. 
 
Opioid-related addictions and deaths in Massachusetts is a serious public health epidemic 
prompting Governor Charlie Baker’s Opioid Addiction Task Force, Report and Action Plan 
earlier this year.  The task force developed a strategy to combat opioid addiction with 65 
recommendations addressing prevention, intervention and treatment that would cost the state 
$27 million next year. The purpose of the Veteran Homestead Roundtable is to develop a plan 
to include the veteran community. 
 
“Addiction is not different between civilians and veterans. They have the same struggles, 
however, veterans have added levels of issues that include combat, the stresses of deployment 
during wartime and the unique culture of military life that account for abuse of “gateway drugs” 
such as prescription drugs and alcohol that leads to heavy recreational opioid drugs. Added to 
those issues are injuries, amputations, burns, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and Traumatic 
Brain Injury,” said Leslie Lightfoot. 
 
Lightfoot hopes to create the pilot program to treat veterans with opioid-related addictions and to 
replicate that program across the state and the country. 
 
Veteran Homestead, Inc., an independent, non-profit organization that provides housing and 
care to U.S. Armed Services veterans who are elderly, disabled or diagnosed with a terminal 
illness is based in Fitchburg, Massachusetts and has six programs and facilities in New England 
and Puerto Rico. All are unique programs and/or the first of their kind. The organization has 
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served nearly 3,600 veterans and conducted over 52,000 hours of counseling sessions covering 
psychological affects, family issues, alcohol and substance abuse, Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder and Traumatic Brain Injury. 
 
About Veteran Homestead, Inc.  
Created by Vietnam veteran Leslie Lightfoot, Veteran Homestead, a 501c3 organization has 
created environments that help veterans immerse themselves more fully into a better quality of 
life. Programs involve entire families when appropriate and foster the veteran’s self-worth as he 
or she transitions from soldier to civilian. Veteran Homestead raises funds through its own 
efforts and receives some state and federal support. The organization directs 90% of funding to 
the veterans in its care and 10% to grant writing and fund raising. Veteran Homestead facilities 
include: 
 

• The Northeast Veteran Training and Rehabilitation Center - Gardner, Mass.: The first 
and only facility in the United States to serve afflicted veterans returning from Iraq and 
Afghanistan and their families by combining housing, physical therapy, counseling and 
college courses PTSD, TBI, amputees and burn victims. It is a LEED Gold facility. 

 
• The Veteran Homestead Hospice - Fitchburg, Mass.: The only privately run, veteran-

specific hospice in the country. 
 

• The Veteran Victory Farm - Fitzwilliam, N.H.: A working organic farm and permanent 
housing for veterans with substance abuse issues, mild TBI and in need of supportive 
services -- the first one in the country. 

 
• La Hacienda de Veteranos - Caguas, P.R.: The only facility of its kind in Puerto Rico, it 

serves homeless veterans, focusing on restoring a sense of self-worth.  
 

• The Hero Homestead - Leominster, Mass.:  Transitional housing for veterans dealing 
with substance abuse and mental health issues, as well as other challenges related to 
homelessness.  
 

• The Armistice Homestead - Leominster, Mass.: Assisted living in place for the elderly or 
medically frail.   

 
Veterans In Need 

• 1008 people died from opioid overdoses in 2014 in Massachusetts. It is unknown how 
many of these victims were veterans. 
 

• In 2015, 455 veterans were treated at the Boston, Bedford and Central Mass. VA for 
continuing opioid dependence.  
 

• 761 veterans are in county and state prisons in Massachusetts for drug related crimes. 
 

Interviews can be scheduled upon request. 
Please contact Maria Jannace – maria@maxim-online.com - 917 403 8060 
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