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VETERAN HOMESTEAD TO HONOR DECORATED BOSTON POLICE 
OFFICER JOHN MOYNIHAN AT FUNDRAISING EVENT AT F1 BOSTON 
 
Join Veteran Homestead Founder/CEO Leslie Lightfoot, Governor Charlie Baker, 
Officer John Moynihan, military veterans from the Veteran Homestead programs, 
and Boston-area veterans. 
 
Thursday, 3 March 2016  
F1 Boston 
290 Wood Road 
Braintree, Mass. 
6:00pm – 8:00pm 
 
Gardner, Mass., (3 March 2016) – Veteran Homestead will honor Decorated 
Boston Police Officer and U.S. Army Ranger Lieutenant John Moynihan tonight 
(Thursday, 3 March 2016) at their fundraising event at go-kart venue F1 Boston 
in Braintree, Mass., 6:00pm to 8:00pm. 
 
The event, focused on saluting our military heroes, will include an endurance go-
kart race where companies and individuals sponsor and race alongside veterans 
from the Veteran Homestead programs as well as veterans from the Boston area. 
For those not racing, tickets are available to join the evening of fun, food, drinks 
and prizes where Governor Charlie Baker will present the trophies to the winning 
racers. All attendees will have the opportunity to meet both Moynihan and Baker. 
 
Veteran Homestead, Inc., an independent, non-profit organization that provides 
housing and care to U.S. Armed Services veterans who are elderly, disabled or 
diagnosed with a terminal illness is based in Fitchburg, Massachusetts and has 
six programs and facilities in New England and Puerto Rico. All are unique 
programs and/or the first of their kind. The organization has served nearly 3,600 
veterans and conducted over 52,000 hours of counseling sessions covering 
psychological affects, family issues, alcohol and substance abuse, Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder and Traumatic Brain Injury. 
 
With hundreds of thousands of veterans returning from service with special 
needs, Veteran Homestead strives to minimize and even reverse damage 
incurred during military service by delivering effective one-on-one medical, 
psychological, and spiritual care. The team focuses on preparing veterans for a 
life in which their disabilities will be less of a burden while helping them achieve 



successful transition from soldier to civilian life. 
 
“Moynihan’s willingness to risk his life as a U.S. Army Ranger Lieutenant while 
deployed “in sector” in Iraq is to be applauded and on top of that he continues to 
serve us as a Boston police gang unit officer. His dedication to service will be 
honored at our event as well as his support of fellow military veterans. His 
attendance will no doubt help our fundraising, a task we must accomplish to keep 
our facilities going since we do not rely solely on state and federal funding,” said 
Veteran Homestead Founder/CEO Leslie Lightfoot. 
 
RJ Valentine, owner of F1Boston in Braintree, Mass., is hosting the event and 
underwriting the costs on behalf of Veteran Homestead. “After visiting the 
Veteran Homestead facility in Gardner and meeting it’s Founder and CEO Leslie 
Lightfoot at the end of last year, I had to get involved. I am incredibly impressed 
at the amazing work they are doing for our local veterans. There should be more 
facilities like this that actually have a proven track record where 90% of funds 
raised go directly to their vets,” said RJ Valentine. 
 
Veteran Homestead’s premier facility, the Northeast Veteran Training and 
Rehabilitation Center (NVTRC) in Gardner, Mass., focuses on Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans who are suffering from TBI and PTSD, two of the most 
common maladies suffered by veterans of these wars. It is the only facility of its 
kind in the United States that serves these afflicted veterans and their families by 
offering housing, physical therapy, counseling and college courses. The 
facility can also accommodate amputees and burn patients. There is a therapy 
dog-training program, as well. This facility is LEED (Leadership in Energy & 
Environmental Design) Gold.  Veteran Homestead hopes to replicate this type of 
facility across the U.S. 
 
More information is available at VeteranHomestead.org. 
 
About Veteran Homestead, Inc. 
Created by Vietnam veteran Leslie Lightfoot, Veteran Homestead, a 501c3 
organization has created environments that help veterans immerse themselves 
more fully into a better quality of life. We involve entire families when appropriate 
and foster the veteran’s self-worth as he or she transitions from soldier to civilian. 
Veteran Homestead raises funds through its own efforts and receives some state 
and federal support. The organization directs 90% of funding to the veterans in its 
direct care and 10% to grant writing and fund raising. Veteran Homestead 
facilities include: 
 ·       The Northeast Veteran Training and Rehabilitation Center - Gardner, 
Mass.: The first and only facility in the United States to serve afflicted veterans 
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan and their families by combining housing, 
physical therapy, counseling and college courses PTSD, TBI, amputees and burn 



victims. It is a LEED Gold facility. 
 
 ·       The Veteran Homestead Hospice - Fitchburg, Mass.: The only privately run, 
veteran-specific hospice in the country. 
 
 ·       The Veteran Victory Farm - Fitzwilliam, N.H.: A working organic farm and 
permanent housing for veterans with substance abuse issues, mild TBI and in 
need of supportive services -- the first one in the country. 
 
 ·       La Hacienda de Veteranos - Caguas, P.R.: The only facility of its kind in 
Puerto Rico, it serves homeless veterans, focusing on restoring a sense of self-
worth. 
 
 ·       The Hero Homestead - Leominster, Mass.:  Transitional housing for 
veterans dealing with substance abuse and mental health issues, as well as 
other challenges related to homelessness. 
 
 ·       The Armistice Homestead - Leominster, Mass.: Assisted living in place for 
the elderly or medically frail.   
 
 About Officer John Moynihan 
John Moynihan served our country as a U.S. Army Ranger Lieutenant 
10th Mountain Division “in sector” in Iraq. He is currently a Boston Police gang 
unit officer who was honored at the White House in 2014 for his role in saving the 
life of a fellow officer who was injured during a shootout with the Boston 
Marathon bombers. 
 
 About  F1 Boston 
Located in Braintree, Mass., F1 Boston is New England’s premier high 
performance kart racing venue for corporate events and social functions, 
featuring two indoor European-style kart tracks. F1 Boston’s unique, total 
participatory approach uses the parallel tenets of both racing and business – 
leadership, teamwork, attention to detail, competition, and focus – all critical to 
the success of any race or business team. Customized programs focus on team 
building, leadership development, staff motivation and strengthening 
relationships. 
 Veterans In Need 
·       The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) states that the nation’s 
homeless veterans are predominantly male, with roughly 9% being female. The 
majority are single; live in urban areas; and suffer from mental illness, alcohol 
and/or substance abuse, or co-occurring disorders. About 11% of the 442,723 
adult homeless population are veterans. 
 
 ·       About 1.4 million other veterans, meanwhile, are considered at risk of 



homelessness due to poverty, lack of support networks, and dismal living 
conditions in overcrowded or substandard housing. 
 
 ·       By their own admission the VA is only seeing 1/3 of returned veterans. 
·       Approximately 22 veterans a day take their own life, according to Veteran 
Affairs department estimates. 
 
 ·       Families of service men and women are subject to severe emotional and 
financial strain associated with the disruption caused by multiple tours of duty. 
The divorce rate among returning wounded veterans is 84%, and it is not 
uncommon for a veteran to return to an empty bank account, a home foreclosure 
and a family in crisis. 
 
 ·       The Veterans Administration is treating more than 210,000 service men and 
women from Iraq and Afghanistan for PTSD; more than 67,000 are classified as 
disabled. 
 
 ·       The Department of Defense estimates that 360,000 service men and women 
have some type of blast-related brain injury, however, many returning veterans 
don’t even realize they have a traumatic brain injury. 
 
 Interviews can be scheduled and photos are available upon request. 
 
Please contact Maria Jannace – maria@maxim-online.com - 917 403 8060 
### 


